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Local Plan  
 
Officers are preparing an interim consultation document which will include a 
review of the settlement boundaries in the rural villages and the suggested 
preferred sites for allocation in the local service centres and market towns. 
The intention is for the consultation to take place in July and August following 
agreement with Members of content. 
 
In advance of the consultation Local Plan Working Group meetings are being 
planned for the week commencing 13 June. The meetings will take place in 
each of the District’s five market towns Attleborough, Dereham, Swaffham, 
Thetford & Watton. Parish Council’s will be invited to attend the meetings and 
will have the opportunity to express their views on the site options at the 
meetings and in advance of the consultation. Members of the public will also 
be able to attend but any issues they have should be raised through their 
Parish Council representatives. At the time of writing this report the dates and 
venues of these meetings have not been finalised. Officers will update 
members verbally of the precise details timings and venues at the meeting. 
Members will also receive written confirmation prior to the meetings taking 
place. 
 
Officers have been asked to provide an explanation of the terms used to 
describe site options in the part 2 regulation 18 consultation document 
“emerging site options.” The document uses the terms reasonable and 
unreasonable alternatives. A deliverable site is defined in the document as 
one that is available now, offering a suitable location for development now 
and be achievable with a realistic prospect will be delivered on site within 5 
years. To be considered developable, sites should be in a suitable location 
with a reasonable prospect that the site could be available and could be 
developed at the point in time envisaged later in the plan period. These are 
being assessed in more detail and will be reported in the interim consultation 
document which will include preferred sites. 
 
Those sites assessed as unreasonable in part 2 of the emerging local plan 
were done so in relation to the available information at the time of writing the 
document, the emerging strategy and initial consultation responses. The level 
of detail required with the submission of a site for consideration in this process 
is less than that required for a planning application to be validated. The 
assessment should therefore be considered less detailed and based more on 
general principles. Planning applications by their nature contain more detailed 
information and are subject to more rigorous scrutiny and consultation. This 
means that there is always the chance that planning applications submitted on 
sites labelled unreasonable in the emerging plan could indeed be 
recommended for approval by officers for the reasons stated. 
 
 
Weight to attribute to the Emerging Local Plan Policies 
 



Paragraph 216 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states that 
decision-takers may also give weight (unless material considerations indicate 
otherwise) to relevant policies in emerging plans according to their stage of 
preparation, the extent to which there are unresolved objections to relevant 
policies, and their degree of consistency with policies in the National Planning 
Policy Framework. 
 
The emerging Local Plan is considered to be at an early stage of preparation 
given that the previous consultation under regulation 18 of the Town and 
Country (Local Plan) (England) Regulations 2012 was undertaken during 
January & February this year. We are still working to understand the 
representations/objections received. The next version of the plan will be the 
publication regulation 19 version; this document will be formulated taking 
account of the comments received. Following consultation this future version 
will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for examination and as such the 
policies contained within could be attributed more weight in decision taking 
subject to representations received. It is anticipated that the regulation 19 
document will be published for consultation in the summer/autumn this year. 
 
 
Evidence Base 
 
In terms of on-going evidence base studies: 
 
The consultant working on the Dereham Transport Study has provided a draft 
report on the stage 1 assessment which triggers the requirement for further 
work (stages 2 & 3). Stages 2 & 3 will add more detail to the assumptions in 
stage 1, re-run the models as well as identifying and costing suitable 
mitigation options. Work continues. 
 
The Water Cycle Study and Strategic Flood Risk Assessment are progressing 
and are expected for sign off in May. This will allow us to incorporate the 
findings in to the next consultation version of the emerging plan. Officers will 
up date members verbally of progress.  
 
Work continues on the Habitats Regulation Assessment and the Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan (IDP) Position Statement. With the final version anticipated in 
May/early June. 
 
Work on the Plan Wide Viability Study is continuing a Developer forum was 
held on 29 February 2016. As a follow up to this the draft work to date was 
sent out to those developers unable to attend on the day for comment. The 
consultants will continue their work with the aim of completing the study in 
May. Officers will up date members verbally of progress. 
 
 
Neighbourhood Plans 
 



Officers have provided informal advice for Attleborough neighbourhood 
planning group on the draft version of their Regulation 14 Neighbourhood 
Plan ahead of any formal consultation. 
 
Yaxham neighbourhood planning group started their regulation 14 Pre‐
submission consultation on 18th April for a 6 week period which closes at 5pm 
31st May. 
 
Croxton, Brettenham & Kilverstone neighbourhood planning group have 
submitted a Sustainability Appraisal screening opinion to the Council which is 
now being considered and has been sent to statutory consultees for 
comment. 
 
An informal meeting has taken place with Mattishall neighbourhood planning 
group. At the meeting officers were able to provide comprehensive advice to 
the group on the content of the emerging plan. 
 


